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Susan L. (Sue) Thomas is the proud seventeenth President of Truman State 
University, Missouri’s statewide public liberal arts and science university.  

She is a governor-appointed commissioner of the Midwestern Higher 
Education Compact (MHEC), President of the Council of Public Liberal Arts 
Colleges (COPLAC), Chair of the Great Lakes Valley Conference (GLVC) 
Council of Presidents, and immediate past Chair of the Council on Public 
Higher Education in Missouri (COPHE).  She also serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri and the Missouri 
Department of Higher Education Workforce Development (MDHEWD) 
Commissioner’s Advisory Group.  

Sue earned a PhD and an MA in Social Psychology, as well as an MBA in 
Administrative Management, from the University of Missouri, and a BA 
degree in Psychology from Allegheny College in Meadville, Pennsylvania.  
She has authored dozens of professional publications, the most recent
of which is a chapter in Thriving as a Woman in Leadership in Higher 
Education: Stories and Strategies from Your Peers and a chapter in the 
2021-2022 President to President series titled The Vitality and Power of 
Higher Education.


